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The Snarl From Alaska
Senator Ted Stevens is an unrepentant porkster whose close relations 

and special deals with an Alaska business recently led to a conviction on 

seven felony counts. But he’s not giving in, and has appealed his 

conviction. He also ran for a seventh Senate term, and it looks like he’s won 

it . . . or no . . . late vote counts gave the nod to his competitor.

I have argued many times that Senator Stevens is a living, walking, 

snarling advertisement for term limits. In a Townhall column years ago, I 

emphasized that his indecent playing of interest upon interest has led to an 

obvious, big-as-the-nose-on-his-face “appearance of corruption.”

I also argued that, no matter what his below-the-table shenanigans may 

have been — may continue to be — his above-board porkmeistering is 

itself a form of corruption, one that our republic should repudiate.

And his party should repudiate.

And his constituents should repudiate.

During the campaign, John McCain and Sarah Palin, asked that Stevens 

resign. Lots of people have demanded it. Utterly defiant, Stevens insists on 

representing Alaska while his  lawyers “pursue the appeals  to clear” his 

name. 

Yet if as  many as five or six — or even all seven — of the counts 

against him are not upheld, his name will still appear dirty in my book, 

dirty from all the porkbarelling. Senator Ted Stevens is a horrifying 

example of much that is wrong in government. 

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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