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New Yorkers Won't
Take It Any More

Mayor Michael Bloomberg thought it would be easy to unravel citizen
initiative rights in New York City.

He wants to stand for a third term, when New Yorkers have twice voted
in support of a referendum limiting the mayor and city council members to
two terms. Bloomberg’s second term ends November 2009.

Solution? Exploit a loophole that lets the city council revise the term
limits law unilaterally. Council members had mumbled about doing this
before, but Bloomberg always said he would veto any such attempt. We
must, he said, respect the decision of the voters.

Once the mayor changed his mind, his task was simple. Just persuade a
willing council to lengthen terms from two to three. Which they did.
Problem solved.

Except . . . the uproar greeting Bloomberg’s betrayal of the voters has
become enormous. And continues. Many voters showed up at the signing
ceremony to berate him in person. So he had to squirm for a couple hours
before scribbling his soiled John Hancock. There’s also a lawsuit under way
to try to undo this undoing of lawful democracy.

And now a Brooklyn resident, Andre Calvert, has set up a Facebook page
dedicated to the goal of defeating Bloomberg and the 29 city council
members who voted to undermine the voters. Live in New York? Check it
out. Maybe even if you don’t. The name of the profile is King Bloomberg III.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.


http://www.new.facebook.com/inbox/?ref=mb%23/profile.php?id=1349468726
http://www.new.facebook.com/inbox/?ref=mb%23/profile.php?id=1349468726

