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A r r e s t i n g  N e w  J e r s e y
For the millions of people living in New Jersey, who’ve never been 

arrested on corruption charges, this one’s for you.

Recently, the FBI arrested 44 folks there, including two state legislators 

and three mayors. Big news, I guess, but hardly unusual by Jersey 

standards. The U.S. Attorney says the state’s politicians work in an “ethics-

free zone.”

Chris Christie, now the Republican candidate for governor in 2009, 

used to be the U.S. Attorney. In seven years, he prosecuted 130 state and 

local politicians and convicted every single one of them.

Unfortunately, reducing corruption will take more than building 

additional prisons top hold politicians. The trick is empowering voters to 

hold government accountable — thereby putting less unchecked power in 

any individual’s hands.

Christie believes voters need the power of ballot initiatives. But earlier 

this year he said, “I hesitated about proposing initiative and referendum 

because my party had been such a failure on initiative and referendum ten 

years ago . . .”

Republicans gained a majority in both legislative chambers in part on a 

promise to enact a statewide initiative. Once in power, Republicans took a 

dive.

Christie pledges to be different, and to campaign with shoe leather: “I 

will travel around the state to publicly campaign for [initiative and 

referendum] and try to get the citizens to put pressure on their legislators to 

vote for this.”

In a usually safe state for Democrats, the latest polls show Christie with 

a sizable lead over Democrat Governor Jon Corzine.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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Georgia’s Model City
Local governments suffer from a big problem: bigness. Too often they 

expand their scope of services, and, in so doing, progressively fail to cover even 
the old, core set of services. You know, like fire and police and roads and such.

The solution is obvious. Mimic Sandy Springs.
This suburban community north of Atlanta, Georgia, had been ill-served by 

Fulton County. So a few years ago the area incorporated. And, to fend off all the 
problems associated with the “do-it-all-ourselves” mentality, the city didn’t hire 
on a huge staff of civil servants. Instead, it contracted out the bulk of those 
services in chunks.

Now, the roads get paved and the streets are cleaned and the waste is 
removed better as well as cheaper than ever. The town’s mayor, economist Eva 
Galambos, noted that in five years the town saw 84 miles of roadway newly 
paved, up from the five miles they were lucky enough to squeeze from Fulton 
County’s operation during the decade before incorporation.

Reason Foundation, a think tank known for its privatization emphasis, has 
been on the story from the beginning. A 2005 appraisal predicted that the town 
would become a “model city.” That prophecy seems to have been on the money, 
and a Reason TV video emphasizes this with the shocking fact that the town 
“has no long-term liabilities.”

As the rest of the nation’s cities, counties and states lurch into insolvency, 
Sandy Springs shows a way out.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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