July 29, 2016

Freddie’s Dead
Marilyn Mosley is frustrated. This State’s
Attorney in Baltimore, Maryland, angrily
dropped charges against the remaining
three police officers not already acquitted
in the death of Freddie Gray, who died
from injuries sustained while in
police custody.
Clearly, Mosley lacked the evidence
to convict these officers of murder,
manslaughter, false arrest, etc. Were
the charges politically motivated, as
police allege? Or did police impede her
investigation, as she charges?
I don’t know. But he’s what we do know:
Upon sighting police April 12th of last
year, Gray ran but was apprehended. Police confiscated a knife, which was perfectly legal to carry. Then police called for a van, and video
captured police dragging 25-year-old Freddie Gray, screaming in agony, to that van.
Police transported him on a very circuitous route “downtown” that ended up at the hospital, after police discovered during a stop that he wasn’t
breathing. A week later Freddie died.
The cause of death was a spinal injury.
The video suggests impairment before the travel therapy administered by police, though the injury could have been worsened in transit. Gray
wasn’t wearing a safety belt. In fact, the medical examiner ruled it a homicide based on his not being belted in.
Whether the spinal injury was a freak accident, caused by police misconduct or, as alleged, Gray was trying to injury himself to seek damages,
the medical evidence shows no serious bruises or broken bones — just the spinal injury.
We don’t know what happened.
What we do know is that a man was taken into police custody without any legitimate charge, not treated or attended to as he should have
been, and he’s dead.
There’s no victory or vindication here for police.
This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
AND ANOTHER THING: To what degree is Freddie Gray a casualty of the war of drugs? Back in June, defense attorneys for the police released an email
that Prosecutor Mosley’s office had sent to police asking for an “enhanced” police presence to combat drug dealing in the area Freddie Gray was arrested.
That was three weeks prior to his arrest.
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