September 20, 2016

The Other Half of the Truth
Another terrorist event.
And another.

Douglas A. French, of the
National Review, while
writing about Islam and
terrorism, innocently drew
up a half-truth: “In Saint
Cloud, Minn., Dahir Adan’s
family identified him as the
man who stabbed eight
people in a mall before
being shot and killed by an
armed civilian, an off-duty
police officer named Jason
Falconer.” So, what is the
missing half of the truth?
The heroic Mr. Falconer was armed, sure. And an off-duty cop. But he was more civilian than cop, for the
weapon he had on him was concealed (by permit), and he is the owner of a gun range.
Actually, a firearms training business that teaches “individuals the mindset, knowledge and skills needed
to be successful with firearms in order to secure their personal safety or that of their family, at home or
in public.”
Falconer used to be a police chief, and still works part-time as a police officer. But, we should emphasize,
his main gig is training. Indeed, he’s an advocate concealed carry and a member of the dreaded National
Rifle Association.
I am not criticizing Mr. French. His focus was on something else. And he did use the word “civilian,” which
is not the case in most coverage. But that “off-duty cop” meme is everywhere — pushed by
most journalists.
Could they not want us to think that mere civilians can do good in a world of too much conflict and crime
— if armed?
Let’s honor Jason Falconer. And let’s also reaffirm his message, the importance of concealed carry and
trained firearms use by good people.
This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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