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How much should we fine
waiters who destroy
our planet?
For how long should they
go to jail?
I don’t know where you
would hold such an
evildoer after the earth
has been destroyed. Or where he’d go when
released. But we’re speaking hypothetically.
Assume that planet-destroyers can be
imprisoned on the moon, which let’s just say
still orbits the earth’s decimated remains.
Or assume that after being destroyed, the

As long as we’re amending, let me
amend my own implication that
people who offer, use, make or sell
plastic straws* are in fact helping
destroy earth. Just kidding
planet can be reconstructed. After serving his
sentence, then, the waiter would be released
to a reconstructed earth.
In that case, a maximum $1,000 fine as
suggested by Ian Calderon, Democratic
majority leader of the California State
Assembly, seems only fair. However, a
maximum of six months in jail is excessive.

In my opinion, planet-destroying waiters
should suffer no more than 100 days in jail.
Calderon has proposed a bill, AB-1884,
to fine and/or imprison waiters who offer
unsolicited plastic straws to restaurant
patrons. In response to criticism of his silly
and vicious bill, Calderon says hey, it’s
“NOT a ban” on straws! Oh, okay. Anyway,
“Penalties are based on the code section the
bill is currently in, which it will be amended
out of,” which sounds like Calderon was prior
to the uproar . . . what, joking?
As long as we’re amending, let me amend my
own implication that people who offer, use,
make or sell plastic straws* are in fact helping
destroy earth. Just kidding!
The earth will survive plastic straws. Will it
survive the Calderons of the world?
Open question.
This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
*Not that I’m confirming or denying ever using one myself.
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