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Amidst all the talk of The
Deep State, we are in danger
of losing track of a parallel
problem: the Shallow State
— which, despite lack of
depth, is very wide.
I am referring to government
employees who increasingly
abandon any pretense of impartiality. And the
public institutions that protect them.

Khan was charged with destruction of property.
But the story doesn’t stop there.

Consider the case of the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and its 39-year-old lecturer
Tariq Khan, who is a member of an Antifaaffiliated group called the Black Rose Anarchist
Federation. Mr. Khan had been angrily shouting
and chanting at a campus anti-Trump rally when
he was mildly challenged by a non-nut student

The university placed a restraining order on the
three, to squelch news and dissent.

Here we have a teacher willing
to abridge free speech the oldfashioned way, by playing the
bully. And a public institution
ready and willing to defend him,
to take his petty criminality and
raise it to a conspiratorial, Big
Brother level.
journalist. Khan went on a rampage, screamed at
and pushed the young journalist, and deliberately
broke the smartphone of a fellow journalist who
had been recording the fracas.

“I was told that if I wanted the ‘situation to
improve,’” wrote a third journalist, “that I should
stop writing about Khan.”

So the trio sued on First Amendment grounds.
Here we have a teacher willing to abridge free
speech the old-fashioned way, by playing the
bully. And a public institution ready and willing
to defend him, to take his petty criminality and
raise it to a conspiratorial, Big Brother level.
Not only does this rob Americans of rights,
taxpayers are being forced to fund what they
might justifiably regard as the destruction of the
republican form of governance.
Root out the infamous Deep State?
Sure.
But limit and make transparent the Shallow
State, too.
This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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